EYFS Outdoor Nursery
Information Book

WELCOME TO NURSERY
Beginning nursery is a big event in the life of a young child and it won’t be long before your child will be starting with us at
Runwell Community Primary School and Nursery. There will be lots of new things to learn and of course you will want to ensure
that you child is well prepared for this important event. We aim to make it a happy and memorable experience. We hope that
this booklet will provide some useful information that will help your child to settle quickly into nursery.
Runwell Community Primary School
Canewdon Gardens
Runwell
Wickford
Essex
SS11 7BJ
Telephone: 01268 735329
Email:admin@runwell.essex.sch.uk
Nursery Website: www.runwellprimary.co.uk
Head Teacher: Mrs Sasha Furze
Chair of Governors: Mrs Nicki Kelly
EYFS Leader: Mrs Charlotte Parry
Nursery Managers: Mrs Karen Hughes & Mrs Sarah Hurlock
If you need to access the nursery during the day please come to the main reception and a member of staff will be pleased to
assist you.

Our Vision
The Governors at Runwell Community Primary School want the nursery to be a place where children and staff aim to achieve
more and more every day, with confidence in their own abilities, so they can fulfil their potential and become the best they
can be. They want to create an environment where challenge and improvement are a key part of school life; where there is
support and encouragement to enable this to happen, and where confidence and self-belief make children and staff resilient
and able to persevere, whatever the challenge. They also want a school that is safe and happy, where everyone is respected
and valued, and where enjoyment and excitement makes school life memorable for all.

Our vision is achieved through the promotion of our 3 core values which represent what we would like all children at
our school to be.

Aspire
Believe
Connect

Parents as Partners
We fully recognise the importance of parents and carers in a child’s developing stages. As a primary care provider you are
your child’s first educators and we greatly value any input, opinions and information you can share with us about your child’s
learning and progress.
To facilitate this we provide every parent with their own Class Dojo account for their child. Through this, parents are able
to see what is happening in nursery and message teachers with regard to what your child has been doing at home and if you
have any queries or concerns.
To support this, we also produce an online ‘Learning Journey’ through an observation software called ‘Tapestry’. This records
your child’s learning and achievements whilst they are at nursery. They show photos and written observations of both childinitiated activities and directed tasks. These are available for you to look through via a personal log in which is given to you
at the start of the academic year. We also encourage you to contribute to these by making small observations at home. (For
example if your child is able to identify numbers, or you may notice him or her using the remote control to change the channel
correctly to channel 3. This is showing us that your child can recognise the number three independently and is aware of the
use of ICT equipment in your home.)

We provide many other opportunities for parents and carers to take an active part in their child’s education.
These include:
Parent Consultation evenings where parents are invited to speak about your child’s progress during the academic year.
Online Class Dojo which shows daily updates of your child’s nursery merits. Each child has their own Dojo and when they
show examples of good behaviour, helping others or working hard in class; their points are added to their Dojo. Ideas of
things to do at home are also added to Class Dojo, parents can take photos and give written feedback explaining different
things you have done with your child.
Most importantly, our family ethos is central to our nursery and as such, we operate an `Open-Door Policy’ where parents are
actively encouraged to meet with staff to discuss any concerns at the earliest opportunity. Staff are available at 8.30 am or
from 3.30pm to answer any questions.
Phone calls to the Nursery Office are welcome, where the nursery admin staff will offer their assistance, or will arrange an
appointment with members of staff if requested.

Preparing your Child for Nursery
When children start in nursery there are things you can do with your child to make the nursery experience easier and happier
by helping your child to be more independent and to encourage them to do things for themselves.

What can he/she already do?
(Age 3-4)
Can he/she
Dress and undress themselves?
Use the toilet independently and ask to go there?
Recognise their own name? (Please tell your child’s teacher if their name is abbreviated in any way.)
Feed himself/herself?
Share toys and equipment?
Sing some nursery rhymes?
Counting to 10?
Listen well and follow simple instructions?

The Nursery Session
We provide morning, afternoon or all day sessions, 5 days a week.
AM Sessions:

8:30-11:30

PM Sessions:

12:30-3:30

During the week the children will be mainly accessing the EYFS outdoor Nursery site.
When children are able to play outdoors they learn and experience lots of different things, which help to promote
an active and healthy lifestyle. The outdoors gives children opportunities to gain confidence in their own abilities
and have more freedom. This sense of freedom boosts wellbeing and is extremely beneficial for children of a
younger age who need to be active while they learn.

The Nursery Day
Morning Procedures
Children are brought into nursery via the gates that lead into the playground. Nursery children and their parents are invited
to come into the classroom from 8.30am and you are welcome to stay for a few minutes to help settle your child.

Afternoon Procedures
If your child is only attending for the afternoon session, we will meet you at the green entry gate at 12.30pm; once again, you
are welcome to come inside to settle your child in.

Collecting your Child
If you are collecting your child at the end of the morning session, we will meet you at the green gate just before 11.30am. If
you are collecting at the end of the nursery day you are able to access the nursery playground from 3:30pm. The children will
be collected in turn from the classroom door and given to each parent in turn at 3:30pm.
It is vital that you inform us if someone different is collecting your child. If we are unsure, your child will remain with
us in the nursery environment until we can contact you to check that the person at nursery has your permission to
collect your child.

Food & Drink
Nursery Dinners
Mrs Frost prepares hot meals for us every day in our school kitchen. A menu is sent to parents regularly and a copy is displayed
on the nursery website and in our classroom on the notice board. Children will eat in the nursery environment
Nursery dinners will be available at a cost of £2.20 for nursery children. If your child wishes to stay for lunch there will be
a charge of £5.50 for the hour additional child care. So it is £7.70 for the lunchtime session with a hot dinner, and £5.50 if
you wish to provide your child with their own packed lunch.
If your child wants to bring in a packed lunch please ensure it contains a good range of healthy food options and no items
containing nuts as we are a nut free school.

Milk and Snacks
Children are offered a snack during the morning and the afternoon session and also a carton of milk if they wish. Every child
under the age of 5 qualifies for free milk. The children will automatically receive the milk but please notify us if your child
does not want to have milk, to prevent wastage.

Learning in the Early Years
Saplings class is where the excitement begins! Nursery children learn together in an environment which is developed around
the children’s interests. We pride ourselves on being an exciting and engaging place to be - encouraging our children to be
independent learners through a range of practical activities. We follow a curriculum which is led by the children’s interests.
As our Foundation Stage children enter the nursery they learn primarily through a variety of play and real-life experiences.
The children access their environment freely and their development is tracked through detailed, daily observations and childinitiated interaction. This information is then transferred into your child's personal learning journey - a diary of information
and photographs. We use these to record individual interests, progress and plan the next steps of your child's learning.

The EYFS Curriculum
In our Foundation Stage children follow the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework (EYFS). This curriculum is based upon
four themes and principles.
The Unique Child - We understand that every child is an individual child who is capable in their own right. The holistic child
has a variety of needs that need meeting over their time in the Foundation Stage.
Positive Relationships - Social interaction is key to children’s development. Children become strong,
independent learners; as well as scaffolding their learning through positive social interaction.
Enabling Environments - Providing a safe, secure and stimulating base for your children is key to their development. The
framework allows for experiences that respond to the child’s individual needs/ interests; as well as developing a strong
partnership between practitioners, parents and carers.
Learning and Development - Children develop and learn in different ways. The framework covers the education and care of
all children in early year’s provision, including children with special educational needs and disabilities.

Development Matters
Within `Development Matters’ there are 3 prime areas of learning and 4 specific areas. This framework provides the basis
of how we structure the setting, the activities and opportunities we provide; as well as how we assess your child’s development.

Prime Areas
Communication and language
Personal, social and emotional development
Physical development

Specific Areas
Literacy
Problem solving, numeracy and reasoning
Understanding the World
Expressive arts and design

Characteristics of Effective Learning
Playing and exploring
Active learning
Creating and thinking critically

Clothes to Wear for Nursery
We want the children in our nursery to wear a form of uniform which is comfortable and suitable for learning indoors and out!
Our Saplings also have their own logo to identify them clearly as nursery aged children.
The following items are available with the nursery logo:
Unisex blue t-shirt
Unisex blue sweatshirt
Unisex blue fleece
Drawstring bag (can be used to store spare clothes in)

General uniform items (no logo, widely available):
Royal blue t-shirt
Black or dark grey pull-up jogging bottoms or leggings
Black, grey or white socks
Footwear-black plimsolls for inside, trainers and wellington boots for outside
Black or dark grey shorts or cycle shorts for summer.

Outdoor Clothing
Wellington boots
Wet weather suits (waterproof dungarees and a waterproof jacket) are the best so layers can be
added/removed underneath, depending on the weather.
www.amazon.co.uk
https://www.muddypuddles.com
https://www.regatta.com
As mentioned before, the children will be spending a lot of time outdoors and must always have
appropriate outdoor clothing-hat, scarf, sunhat, footwear. No sandals will be allowed at any time of the year. No
separate P.E kit is required. A complete change of clothing including underwear must be kept in nursery at all times.

Additional Useful Information
Please make sure your child always has a named water bottle.
In Nursery, during the early days and weeks, if your child has a `comforter’ (special teddy bear etc) which needs to be in
nursery too, we can also find a space for that!
These websites give valuable ideas and information to help your child at home.
www.tlc-essex.info
https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/files/2015/03/4Children_ParentsGuide_2015_WEB.pdf
http://think.direct.gov.uk/education/early-years-and-primary/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/games
http://think.direct.gov.uk/education/early-years-and-primary/

