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SEND Information Report

The SEND Code of Practice (2015), Special Educational Needs refers to ‘Those pupils that have significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others the same age. Those who have a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of facilities of a kind generally providing for others of the same age in mainstream schools.’
Our SEND Information Report describes the range of provision and support on offer for children identified under the above definition
The LA (Local authority) SEND offer may be viewed at: https://send.essex.gov.uk/
The school seeks to support the LA’s offers by, where possible, liaising directly with or signposting parents to any relevant agencies or support groups.
Who is responsible for SEND?
At Runwell Community Primary School we strive to support all children to enable them to achieve their best, whatever their individual differences or learning styles. In order to do this many steps are taken to support and encourage them through their learning journey. Quality teaching is vital; however for some children there are occasions when specific additional support may be needed to help them achieve their targets. This is when the Inclusion team may become involved. 
The Inclusion team consists of:
Mrs Charlotte Castle– Deputy Head and Inclusion Manager (Qualified SENDCo)
Miss Ruth O’Hanlon - SENDCO (Qualified)
Mrs Rebecca Hardy- Learning Mentor
Together with a dedicated and experienced team of Learning Support Assistants (LSAs) who provide general classroom support or 1:1 support as required.
The governing body is responsible for ensuring the school’s provision for pupils with special educational needs is adequate and Mrs Anthony has overall responsibility. 
The skills we can offer our children:
Mrs Castle achieved the national award for SENDCos in 2017, and Miss O’Hanlon achieved the national award in 2023. As experienced teachers, they provide training and support for our teachers and LSAs on a regular basis. The staff at Runwell are confident in meeting the needs of a wide range of pupils covering all four main areas of special needs. 

	What types of SEND do we provide for?
	Runwell provides support for pupils with a range of needs. The staff are experienced and trained to ensure children’s needs are being met so that they can reach their full potential.
Runwell provides support for the 4 broad categories for SEND as outlined by the SEND Code of Practice (2015) and seeks advice from specialist agencies where applicable.

The four SEND categories include:
· Communication and Interaction
· Cognition and Learning
· Social, Emotional and Mental Health
· Sensory and/or Physical Needs

	How do we know if your child needs extra help? What should you do if you think your child may have additional needs?
	If your child has not attended Saplings (our Nursery), we receive information from your child’s pre-school before they join us in EYFS.  Or we receive information from their previous school if they join at another time. 

We know a child needs help if:
· Concerns are raised by parents/carers, teachers, Learning support assistants, anyone working with the pupil or the pupil’s previous school
· Lack of progress or progress is not as expected in line with their peers 
· Low assessment scores
· A change in the pupil’s behaviour
· A pupil asks for help
· A change to the pupil’s home life that is affecting their wellbeing

If you have concerns and think your child has special educational needs contact the class teacher first before requesting to meet with the Inclusion team.


	How does Runwell consult parents of pupils with SEND and involve them in their child’s education?
	The progress of all children at Runwell is monitored regularly by our senior leaders including our SENCo/inclusion manager. When/if appropriate you will be invited to a monitoring plan meeting to discuss your child’s support and progress with the class teachers and in some cases also the Inclusion team.

Parents are invited to attend two parent consultation meetings across the school year to discuss their child’s progress. At these meetings parents are invited to contribute about the current provision that is in place to make sure it is still appropriate.

A child who requires support that is available beyond what is ‘Ordinarily available or ‘Targeted support’ may need a One Plan.

A child-centred Annual Review is undertaken each year for every child with an Education Health Care Plan (EHCP).


	How do we assess pupils with SEND?
	When a need for support has been identified by the class teacher:
· The class teacher meets with a member of the inclusion team to discuss the concerns. 
· A member of the inclusion team sets time to do observations and talk with your child. 
· A member of the inclusion team meets with your child’s class teacher and the outcomes, recommendations, targets are consulted on for your child
· A meeting with the parent is set to discuss the identified concerns and the recommendations, outcomes and targets which will include the parent’s contribution within the meeting.

Specified Individual High needs:
This is usually provided via an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP). This means your child will have been identified by the class teacher or a member of the Inclusion team as having a particularly high level of need, requiring a more specialist assessment.
Usually your child will also need specialist support in school from a professional outside the school. This may be from:
· Local Authority central services such as the school inclusion partner, VI, HI and PNI (Visual, hearing or physical neurological impairment) specialist teachers
· Outside agencies such as the Speech and Language therapy (SALT) Service. 

For your child, this would mean:
The school or you, as parent/ carer, can request that the Local Authority carry out a statutory assessment of your child’s needs. This is a legal process which sets out the amount of support that will be provided for your child.
· After the school has sent in the request to the Local Authority (with a significant amount of information about your child, including some from you), they will decide whether they think your child’s needs (as described in the paperwork provided), seem complex enough to need a statutory assessment. If this is the case they will ask you and all professionals involved with your child to write a report outlining your child’s needs. If they do not think your child needs this, they will ask the school to continue with the support in school.
· After the reports have all been sent, the Local Authority will decide if your child’s needs are severe, complex and lifelong and that they require a more specialist assessment to make good progress. If this is the case they will write an EHCP.

The EHCP will outline outcomes, recommendations, strategies and suggested interventions to be put in place to support your child. The LA will decide upon the level of banding and inform the school. This will determine the level of additional financial support being provided to meet the needs of your child.

	What are the arrangements for transition between phases of education.
	Admission to Runwell is through the Essex Schools Admission website here: https://www.essex.gov.uk/apply-for-a-primary-school-place
Pupils with an EHCP will have a school place consulted for them by their EHCP officer at ECC Special Educational Needs Team. 

Pupils with SEND may find the transition between year groups challenging as they move into a new space, get to know a new teacher and adapt to small changes in routine/expectation. Where this has been identified as a potential barrier to learning or cause of distress, a transition plan is devised well before the end of the academic year. Pupils have the opportunity to visit their new classroom more frequently, informally get to know their new teacher and use tools such as social stories to prepare for the change. In some cases a transition booklet is provided to support learners. This contains key information and photographs of key areas and adults for the year ahead.

All pupils are prepared for the transition to secondary school by developing their learning skills and independence throughout their years in primary education. Pupils in Year 6 with SEND participate in transition sessions before moving to secondary school. The program explores organisational aspects of secondary school such as using timetables and asking for help. Most secondary schools offer pupils with SEND extra transition days where they can become familiar with the new setting and meet relevant staff. The Inclusion team also works closely with the secondary school inclusion team to ensure the needs of the children are shared.

	What is Runwell’s approach to teaching and supporting pupils with SEND?
	Children in school will receive support that is specific to their individual needs. This may be all provided by the class teacher or may involve:
· Other staff in the school – e.g. Specialist Teaching Assistant, PSA, staff who will visit the school from the Local Authority Advisory Service such as educational psychologist, school nurse etc.
· Staff who visit from outside agencies such as the Speech and Language Therapy (SALT) Service.
Through the class teacher delivering high quality teaching:
· The teacher will have the highest possible expectations for your child and all pupils in their class.
· All teaching is based on building on what your child already knows, can do and can understand.
· Putting in place different ways of teaching so that your child is fully involved in learning in class. This may involve using more practical learning approaches or providing different resources or specific strategies adapted for your child which form part of high quality teaching
Specific small group work – The school refers to these as ‘Intervention Groups’:
· Your child’s teacher will have carefully checked on your child’s progress and will have decided that your child has a gap in their understanding/learning and needs some extra support to close the gap between your child and their peers.
· The teacher will plan group session for your child with targets to help your child to make more progress.
· The LSA, or teacher will run these small group sessions using the teacher’s plans, or recommended programme.
· Teachers consult with the ordinarily available framework to ensure that a variety of research based approaches are explored.
More specialist support and / or individual support:
· If your child has been identified as needing more specialist input instead of or in addition to high quality classroom teaching and intervention groups, referrals will be made in consultation with parents, to outside agencies to advise and support the school in enabling your child to make progress.
· Before referrals are made you will be communicated with to discuss your child’s progress and help plan possible ways forward.
· If it is agreed the support of an outside agency is a way forward, you will be asked to give your permission for the school to refer your child to a specialist professional e.g. a Speech and Language Therapist or Educational Psychologist. This will help the school and yourself understand your child’s particular needs better.
· The specialist professional will work with your child to understand their needs and make recommendations, which may include:
· Making changes to the way our child is supported in class e.g. some individual support or changing some aspects of teaching to support them better
· Support to set targets which will include their specific professional expertise
· Your child’s involvement in a group run by school staff under the guidance of the
· outside professional e.g. a social skills group, Thrive group etc
· A group or individual work with outside professionals
· The school may suggest that your child needs some agreed individual support or group support in school and will tell you how the support will be used and what strategies will be put in place.

	How does Runwell adapt the curriculum and learning environment?
	Runwell ensures that all pupils have access to a broad and balanced curriculum.
The National Curriculum’s programme of study is adapted to be flexible and where necessary a variety of provisions are provided to meet every child’s need following the graduated approach as outlined by the SEND Code of Practice (access, plan, do and review approach).

· When a pupil has been identified with special educational needs their work will be adapted by the class teacher through liaison with the inclusion team, to enable them to access the curriculum appropriately, according to their needs.
· Learning support assistants may be allocated to work with the pupil in 1:1 or small focus groups, to target more specific needs.
· If appropriate specialist resources / equipment may be allocated to the pupil e.g. writing slopes, wobble cushions, pen / pencil grips or easy to use scissors/weighted cushions/concentration aids etc.

	How do we evaluate the effectiveness of the provision made for children with SEND?
	Runwell employs a system of quality assurance in order to evaluate its SEND provision. The quality of teaching and learning is assessed through clear cycles of lesson observations and learning walks linked to the school improvement plan and performance management. We provide teachers with clear and developmental feedback. Where issues are identified in the teaching of pupils with SEND, support is provided by the SENCo/Inclusion Manager and the Teaching and Learning Lead.
Our assessment and analysis of associated data enables the school to evaluate the effectiveness of its provision.
The SENCo/Inclusion Manager meets termly with the LA Inclusion Partner to review and ensure effectiveness.
There is also regular monitoring in place with the designated governor for SEND.

	How does Runwell enable pupils who have SEND to  engage with the activities of the school including PE together with pupils who do not have SEND?
	The school recognises that additional provision may need to be made to ensure that pupils with special educational needs or disabilities are enabled to access the full life of the school. For example, this can mean specific support on a school trip if identified in risk assessments. If it is deemed that an intensive level of 1:1 support is required a parent or carer may be asked to accompany their child during the activity to further support their child’s experience.

Teachers plan for the inclusion of each individual in their class across all aspects of the curriculum; this is known as adaptive teaching. Materials and resources are adapted as necessary to ensure that all pupils can access learning materials and tasks. It may be necessary for our learners with the highest of SEND to have personalised/bespoke planning in place. This level of provision would be discussed with all stakeholders' involvement.
Our teachers and coaches adapt PE lessons and sports activities as necessary to enable all pupils to participate. Adaptations may include use of alternative or specialist equipment, peer or adult support or individualised outcomes.

	How does Runwell secure equipment and support to children with SEND?
	The school budget, includes money for supporting children with SEND.

The Headteacher decides on the how the budget for Special Educational Needs and Disabilities is allocated in consultation with the school governors, on the basis of needs in the school.
· The Headteacher and the SENCo/Inclusion Manager discuss all of the information they have about SEND in the school, including:
· the children getting extra support already
· the children needing extra support
· the children who have been identified as not making as much progress as would be expected
· The Headteacher and SENCo/Inclusion Manager will then decide what resources, training and support is needed.
· All resources, training and support are reviewed regularly and changes made as needed.
All resources are subject to best value analysis prior to purchase.

	What services and expertise are available or accessed by the school?
	The agencies used by the school include:

· Child Protection Advisors
· Educational Psychologist
· CAMHS (Child & Adolescent Mental Health Service)
· AAP  (Attendance Advisory Practitioner previously known as Educational Welfare Officers)
· Social Services
· Children’s Therapy Team (Speech & Language/Occupational Therapy)
· Basildon Hospital (Paediatricians)
· Community Paediatric team 
· Learning Support Service
· Emotional, social and mental wellbeing Service
· SureStart Play Therapy and home support workers
· Special schools outreach team
· Traveller Education Service
· Specialist Teacher Team - Visual and Hearing Impairment teams and the Physical and Neurological Team
An Educational Psychologist is allocated to each school. The Educational Psychologists advice would only be sought after permission from parents / carers. In order to help understand the pupil’s educational needs better, the psychologist will give feedback after the assessment has been completed. He / she will offer advice to the school and parent / carers on how to best support the pupil in order to take their learning forward.


	What support do Runwell offer to children with SEND for their emotional, mental and social development, including pastoral support arrangements for listening to the views of pupils with SEND?
	Here at Runwell, we are highly alert to pupils’ social, emotional and mental developmental needs. We recognise that these underlying needs can often present in displays of inappropriate behaviour or social withdrawal. A range of support measures may be taken by the school, including:
· Consistent management plan
· 5 step adult response strategy plan 
· Zones of Regulation
· Zen Zones in classrooms
· Referral to Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS)
· Wider family support from the Early Help Team via the Early Help Assessment process
· Dedicated Play Leaders
· A comprehensive Personal, Social, Health Education curriculum and assembly programmes to support pupils’ learning
· Interventions with a member of the Inclusion team
· Counselling in school available through an employed external body
· Time with our therapy dog 


	How does Runwell care for children with SEND needs that also require medical support?
	· If a pupil with SEND has a medical need then a detailed Care Plan is compiled by the inclusion manager in consultation with parents/carers and the school nurse. These are discussed with all staff who work with the pupil.
· Key staff members across the school receive basic First Aid training in addition to those that are already fully trained. 
· Intimate Care Plans are created for those children that may need intimate care. These are shared with parents/carers and staff.
· Some children will need specific medical care. School staff work with health teams and parents/carers to meet the needs of the individual e.g. administering medications.


	How accessible is the school environment?

	As a school we are happy to discuss individual access requirements. Facilities we have include:
· Ramps into school to make the building accessible to all
· A full access toilet

	What support is in place for looked-after and previously looked-after children with SEN?
	The Headteacher will work with the SENCo and Inclusion manager, to make sure that all teachers understand how a looked-after or previously looked-after pupil’s circumstances and their SEND might interact, and what the implications are for teaching and learning.
Children who are looked-after or previously looked-after will be supported much in the same way as any other child who has SEND. However, looked-after pupils will also have a personal education plan (PEP). We will make sure that the PEP and any SEND support plans or EHC plans are consistent and complement one another.  


	How can I let the school know I am concerned about my child’s progress in school?
	· If you have concerns about your child’s progress or their SEND you should speak to your child’s class teacher initially.
· If you are not happy that the concerns are being managed and that your child is still not making progress you should speak to the Inclusion manager.
· If you are still not happy you can speak to the Headteacher.
· If you wish to make a complaint – please see the website:
https://runwellprimary.co.uk/policies/
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